
Love Old Trafford AGM Minutes, 29 September 2020 

Present: Laura Mackey (chair, outgoing), Liz Madge (chair), Julian Dearlove 

(Treasurer), Emma Burgham (secretary), Polly Simpson (Friends of Hullard Park), 

Nicola Scott (Pesticide-Free OT), Jill Audibert, Kate Moran, Alexandra Sporidou, Ron 

Birrell, Sarah Haughey, Jess Nichols, Anne Duffield (Councillor, Longford Ward), 

Caroline Corless. 

Matters Arising - Minutes of 2019 AGM  

The minutes of the last AGM were accepted. 

Action: EB to send out link to LOTS website blog post ‘A Year in Old Trafford’, 

which features photos and brief descriptions of activities of LOTS, related groups 

and local people from Sept. 2019 – Sept. 2020. 

Election of Officers 

Laura Mackey stood down as Chair, and the meeting was chaired by Sarah 

Haughey. Nominations were received for Liz Madge as Chair (seconded by Polly 

Simpson), Julian Dearlove as Treasurer (seconded by Jill Audibert), Emma Burgham 

as Secretary (seconded by Nic Scott).  

Ron Birrell and Liz Madge offered thanks on behalf of Love Old Trafford to Laura 

Mackey for her work as chair. 

Amendments to the Constitution 

The meeting discussed whether the constitution needed any amendments in light of 

COVID-19 and the possible need to broaden our remit beyond local environmental 

concerns to include links to community organisations supporting people in 

challenging times. It was decided to retain the existing constitution, but to offer 

support as individuals to organisations like St Johns Centre. LOTS can help by 

publicising opportunities to donate to St Johns efforts to combat Food Poverty, for 

example. LOTS can also offer volunteering opportunities for those coping with 

unemployment and isolation, and can help as a group by maintaining our links to 

other local organisations. Polly Simpson suggested that, as many members of LOTS 

are already members of other groups, we could have named ‘ambassadors’ to other 

organisations who would be responsible for ensuring good communication. 

It was noted that LOTS has been successful in empowering neighbours to take 

action themselves. This has been achieved by putting together guidance for litter  

picks, for example. The model could be expanded to other activities. 

Action: ALL to think of other activities for which LOTS could provide advice/ 

guidance.  

Project Updates and Future Plans 

Friends of Hullard Park – Polly Simpson & Ron Birrell 

Hullard Park received funding to establish two bee hives within the Bowling Green 

area of the park earlier this year. The enclosure has been constructed and the bees 



are due to arrive at the end of October. A group of volunteers has been training to 

look after the bees over the summer. Hive stands will be installed shortly and two 

complete hives will be relocated to the park by late October. Alex Sporidou and Phil 

Johnson will be leading on the bees, with mentoring from Ron Birrell, Rob and Amy. 

Alex offered thanks to the mentors. More volunteers would be very welcome and 

should contact the Friends. 

The wildflower meadow was part-scythed in autumn 2019. There is currently no 

funding for the meadow. Applying for this and for re-establishing the Gardening Club 

(with social distancing) is a priority for the Friends. The Friends now have good links 

with Steve Tomlin and other groups that have scythes that can be hired. This is more 

cost-effective than paying Steve to offer training sessions. 

Discussions have started with Alex Sporidou about future uses for the Bowling 

Pavilion. Anyone interested in putting together a funding bid should contact the 

Friends to discuss how they can support this. 

Polly and Alex have completed training and are now qualified First Aiders. Polly is 

exploring funding for defibrillators in the park and elsewhere in the community. 

Email hullardparkm16@gmail.com 

Friends of Seymour Park 

Seymour Park is looking for opportunities to apply for joint funding with Hullard Park. 

The Friends have acquired wildflower seeds and are researching how to establish 

wildflowers successfully, as this requires preparation and ongoing maintenance.  

The Friends had staged successful litter picking Task Days with young people and 

children last year. Further Task Days were planned but had to be cancelled due to 

COVID-19. There are likely to be opportunities to get involved in path edging and 

weed clearance.  

Anna Komniecka and Liz Madge have been seeking clarification on the 

responsibilities for the Sports Barn and its surrounding area so that each 

organisation can be held to account.  

John Stevens (Senior Environmental Contract Manager, Trafford Council) visited the 

park for a walk-round and has promised that the path-edgings will be restored and 

that rhodendrons near the Seymour Grove entrance will be trimmed back in the 

interest of safety. 

Pesticide-Free OT 

Nicola Scott has been in touch with Councillor Jerome of the Green Party to clarify 

what the Council’s restrictions on the weed-killer glyphosate’s use in Trafford will 

mean. Glyphosate will be phased out in green spaces and in 70% of hard surface 

areas. LOTS will seek clarification on where exactly spraying will be permitted to 

ensure that only these areas are sprayed in future. Jill Audibert has read the One 

Trafford report on pesticides, which has disappointed LOTS. One Trafford is looking 

at using a ‘duo’ product, which includes a residual herbicide that will stay in the soil 

for a period of time. LOTS will campaign against this product being adopted.  

mailto:hullardparkm16@gmail.com


It was noted that the Council has a duty under the Weeds Act to remove weeds. 

However, spraying merely leaves dead, brown plants behind that collect litter. Liz 

suggested that we should publicise the fact that One Trafford does spray herbicide, 

and the harms that this causes, with a view to encouraging people to manually weed 

the area around their houses.  

Nic is now completing a course on greener communities and will feedback to the 

group. 

Action: LOTS to start weeding public information campaign from Jan. 2021.  

Open Gardens 

Laura Mackey has been involved with Old Trafford’s Open Gardens events in 2015, 

2017 and 2019 and has now stood down as Chair. Anyone interested in organising 

the next event for June 2021 should contact LOTS. Laura is currently compiling a 

‘how to’ guide with co-organiser Laura Gaither, and would be willing to support the 

new chair. Interested volunteers will need to determine a date by November and hold 

regular meetings from January.  

The committee discussed how to conduct Open Gardens in a COVID-safe manner, 

given the size and layout of most properties in Old Trafford. Options discussed 

included: 

• filming virtual tours of back gardens and putting the videos online 

• using front gardens, with visitors viewing from the street at a safe distance 

• having displays of pot plants in windows and a trail map for people to spot 

them 

• using trestle tables to display pot plants in front of homes 

• Using sandwich boards to display photos of back gardens/ yards 

• Holding the event over several days 

Open Gardens is a positive, celebratory event that promotes a sense of connection 

in the neighbourhood. It would be particularly valuable in the light of coronavirus. 

ACTION: ALL anyone interested in organising Open Gardens 2021 to contact 

LOTS. Email LOTS with ideas on COVID-safe ways of holding the event. 

Community Planting and Litter Picks 

Jill Audibert has been checking on the planting at Prestage Street, which is looking 

wonderful. Jill will check on the Shady Bed on Ayres Road. It was noted that 

construction materials for the Chorlton Road bicycle lane are currently being stored 

in this area.  

Litter picks are ongoing across Old Trafford as residents organise themselves. LOTS 

agreed to share our Facebook login details with Cat Thomson, who co-organises a 

weekly litter pick with Jill, to allow her to publicise this through our platform. 

Nic Scott noted that the Build Back Better scheme is offering funding to create 

sustainable areas in cities. There is a project to start a community farm in Whalley 

Range.  



ACTION: ALL to monitor Prestage Street and water flowers in dry weather. NS to 

investigate Build Back Better funding. EB to contact Cat Thomson. 

Walking and Cycling 

The Clean Air GM consultation opens on 8th October, inviting opinions on Greater 

Manchester’s Clean Air Plan. LOTS will promote this. Government funding is not yet 

fully secured but is expected to be finalised to allow for a Clean Air Zone to be 

implemented. 

Other current initiatives to support include the A56 Safety Campaign and the Walking 

and Cycling infrastructure coming to Talbot Road, supported by the Mayor’s 

Challenge Fund.  

Ruth Hannan, as Chair of Gorgeous Gorse Hill, has written an open letter regarding 

the creation of a local Climate Change Assembly and advocating for cycle lanes, etc. 

All are welcome to sign and give their support. 

Councillor Anne Duffield discussed the Council’s plans to experiment with modal 

filters and making the area around Longford Park a low-traffic neighbourhood. 

Lessons learned here can then be rolled out more widely in future.  

Concerns were raised around the impact of the proposed large-scale high-rise 

development of the old Arkady Craigmillar site (nr Skerton Rd) on local traffic and air 

quality. Comments on this application are closing on Monday 5th OCTOBER. LOTS 

has campaigned against the development on environmental and social grounds and 

will publicise the consultation immediately. (NOTE: EB placed information on our 

Facebook and Twitter accounts, as well as sending out a notification to all LOTS 

newsletter subscribers). 

Update from the Treasurer 

The accounts for the year ending 31 March 2020 were shared. Total income 

amounted to £4986.31. Funds held for Centenary Gardens were transferred to them. 

Funds held for community alley project Transform Our Patch were transferred to 

them after the end of the 2019/2020 financial year. Funds held on behalf of the Back 

gALLErY were donated to LOTS. After transferring £5000 to the LOTS Savings 

Account available funds amount to £1398.05. 

Update from the Secretary (addition to the minutes) 

On Facebook LOTS currently has 568 followers and 553 page likes. Over the past 

month posts have reached 290 people. Posts over the last year have typically 

reached around 80-100 people, with a minimum of 46 views per post. The Love Old 

Trafford Forum was established this year, to allow non-committee members to post 

without needing to go through the Secretary. Posts here have so far only reached a 

few individuals. Emma would like to offer thanks to Liz for keeping the Facebook 

page active, particularly over the spring/ early summer when personal circumstances 

made volunteering more difficult. 

Our Twitter account has 1,116 followers and we’ve tweeted 2,171 times since joining 

in 2014. Emma normally checks the Twitter feed at least weekly, and uses the 



account to publicise the activities of other local groups as well as public consultations 

on planning issues, clean air, walking & cycling and other environmental issues. 

The LOTS email account is checked weekly (now normally on a Thursday/ Friday). 

Mainly we are receiving information for voluntary groups. Enquiries generally 

concern alley projects and litter picks or planning applications.  

The LOTS website has had 840 views this year, down somewhat from previous 

years, which may partly be down to this not being an Open Gardens year. The site 

has had 471 unique visitors. Our Litter Pick instructions have been downloaded 45 

times (thanks for writing these, Jill!).  

The LOTS newsletter/ mailing list (run through Mailchimp) has 320 subscribers, 

which has held steady in numbers. Our emails are opened around 30%-35% of the 

time. As of 5th October we have sent out 14 messages through this channel, 

including Autumn and Winter Newsletters, litter pick information, information on our 

meetings (including the AGM) and the Be Responsible event held last autumn. 

 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, 10th NOVEMBER, 7pm, via Zoom. Further details 

and a link will be sent out nearer the time. 


